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Cross the Scan is really all about bringing Abbey Road alive 
to various corners of the globe.

CROSS THE SCAN
ABBEY ROAD 

Cross the Scan - Abbey Road
Nuit Blanche Paris 2016 
Place Stravinsky, Centre Pompidou,
National museum of modern art
©LesNivaux ©Valérie Chauffour

Videos : www.lesnivaux.com

http://www.lesnivaux.com/teaser-1
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London’s well known Abbey Road crosswalk, made famous by the 
Beatles, in many places of the world

Copy/Paste: London’s well known 
Abbey Road crosswalk, made fa-
mous by the Beatles, in many places 
of the world. This is the courageous 
gamble being undertaken by Les 
Nivaux (The nivaux), a pair of tra-
veling artists who’ve spent more than 5 
years turning their A3 scanner to the ground, 
literally! Scanning legendary places throu-
ghout the globe and “phototransporting” 
them to faraway destinations; they’ve started 
a groundbreaking concept that, until recently, 
was unheard of in the world of photography ! 

A recent fruit of their labour, 
known as Cross the Scan / Abbey 
Road, aims to create the famous 
pedestrian crossing on an original 
scale with replica positioning and 
dimensions. The public is invited to walk 
on their creation following in the footsteps 
of the Beatles, creating their own experience 
as well as immortalising, photographing and 
sharing it, as is so often the case with many a 
fan in London.

The work’s creation was truly a performance 
in its own right having taken over two nights 
of intense work on Abbey Road comprising 
420 scans, 75 hours of setting up and a file 
size of 30 GB in able to recreate this monu-
mental work that measures more than 32m2. 
Calling into question what hyper-
presence means in the world of 
photography, Cross the Scan/Abbey 
Road also raises fundamental ques-
tions regarding social phenomenons, 
such as the concept of Fan attitude 
and places that have become meccas of 

global proportions. Les Nivaux have tried to 
make use of prominent contemporary art as 
a medium in which to raise social awareness 
and philosophy whilst making use of modern 
technology, collective history and harnessing 
new attitudes to achieve these aims. 

A truly accessible work which 
encourages public participation 
and introspection, Cross the Scan/
Abbey Road revolutionises the way 
the public sees art work and that of 
digitalisation. It offers the  public a work 
on which to walk across, to allow freedom 
of expression, to encourage openness by 
sharing and exploring, making those who 
encounter it both actor, creator and broad-
caster. 

Cross the Scan is really all about 
bringing Abbey Road alive to various 
corners of the globe. Nuit Blanche Paris 
was the first of many stops for this creation. 
By transferring a famous part of modern 
culture to a scanner, Les Nivaux enable us 
to follow in the steps of collective history by 
reactivating this common DNA that binds us 
all together. 

« By scanning the world and its mythical places, 
we take fragments of reality and let them flou-
rish elsewhere.  And that’s where photoportation 
comes in. »
Les Nivaux

CROSS THE SCAN
ABBEY ROAD 
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« YES, WE SCAN ! » 
 

The artists call into question what the idea 
of what reality might be defined as in a 
society where everything is going virtual. By 
scanning, they’re able to touch and 
accurately recreate the smallest 
detail of an object without the use 
of any aesthetics, modifications or 
optical perspectives, their images 
producing real energy and authen-
ticity.  Whereas the very nature of pho-
tography forces one to move away from the 
object, scanning enables one to get up close 
and personal. With a scanner, any aesthetic 
praise can only be attributed to the object 
itself. Stuck to the screen and scanned to 
light, each mm2 is reproduced in high defini-
tion with surgical precision. Without pixila-
tion, some of the images can be enormous, 
ranging anywhere from 4 to 8m in size. The 
images can be appreciated from a distance as 
well as close up which contributes to what 

Les Nivaux term hyperpresence in their 
work. By using a scanner, they’ve innovated 
an entire new way of doing things in the field 
of photography, presenting a new conceptual 
outlook.
Moreover, their work doesn’t stop in the 
world of photography, as in the case of Scan 
Abbey Road which is now in exhibition form 
: glued to the ground with precisely replica-
ted dimensions and orientations and open to 
the public.  And with that, a new Abbey Road 
scene opens ....

« When photography crosses the line with 
excessive modifications and over-aestheticising of 
reality that leads to its ultimate destruction we 
demand the freedom to give it back its force and 
authenticity. » 
Les Nivaux

Birth of the new photographic concept

Cross the Scan - Abbey Road
Detail of the work on the next page
©LesNivaux
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CROSS THE SCAN - ABBEY ROAD

Détail page 
précédente

L’œuvre

Cross the Scan - Abbey Road
scannophotography, 8,30x4 m
©LesNivaux
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The Telegraph
Abbey Road, Londres
August 2014, 45 years of the 
famous picture

ABBEY ROAD
ADVENTURE 
Birth of an art work

All of it began with a road trip across the US 
on Road 66, when Les Nivaux, strapped into 
their 4 wheeler equipped with digital studio, 
got the idea to turn their A3 scanner, glass to 
the ground, . Listening to a radio show, they 
learnt that the Abbey road pedestrian cros-
sing had in fact been classified as a historic 
monument by the British government in 
2010. Having forever been immortalised in 
August 1969 by the famous photographer 
Ian MacMaillian for the album of the famous 
four, the crossing soon became a place of 
pilgrimage. From that moment on, at least in 
the eyes of many fans, there was a before and 
after Abbey Road.
How can it be that a random crossing plas-

tered close to Regent’s Park has become a 
globally worshipped site, not to mention its 
status as a tourist attraction? These are the 
precise philosophical and sociological ques-
tions raised by the Nivaux’s works surroun-
ding collective history.  
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Three years later, the two artists were in 
London with a team. For two nights, they 
maneuvered their scanner, glass against the 
asphalt and scanned, piece by piece, the 
entire Abbey Road crossing.  Afterwards 
came the monumental task of putting to-
gether a total of 420 scans in order to create 
an image of 30 GB (the equivalent of 1500 
cameras all together) and 8,30 X 4,02m in 
size. The scanner, equipped with its infinite 
capabilities, is able to bring a tactile dimen-
sion to its interpretation of photography and 
captures the slightest detail in the object’s 

material with mind boggling precision. 
The result? The artist has an image 
that, on a scale of 1 to 1, is an exact 
photo-replica of the original pedes-
trian crossing.  

Scan shot, in full London traffic
Abbey Road, London
April 2015
©LesNivaux

ABBEY ROAD
ADVENTURE 

420 photos, scanned on Abbey Road
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ABBEY ROAD
ADVENTURE 

420 photos, scanned on Abbey Road

Scan shot, in full London traffic
Abbey Road, London
April 2015
©LesNivaux
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ABBEY ROAD
ADVENTURE 

Abbey Road mondial tour

View from the Centre Pompi-
dou first floor during the Nuit 
Blanche Paris
Place Igor Stravinsky, Paris 2016
©LesNivaux ©H&L Halbout

Printed out on material using specific enhan-
cements such as anti-stick and special glue, 
the image is ready to be transferred to pieces 
of pavement around the world. 
Wherever the work is exhibited, 
its placement respects the original 
pedestrian crossing in all its geo-
graphical characteristics: UTM30 
/ WGS 84. In order to bring out the real 
hyperpresence a special firm went especially 
to London to calculate the specifics in order 
to recreate it on many places of the world.  
As an exhibition, Cross the Scan / Abbey 
Road can be placed according to need, be it 
indoors or outdoors, temporarily or perma-
nently. Yet it always finds itself surrounded by 
a place or an event having some connection 

to it. After this first showing for Nuit Blanche 
Paris, Cross the Scan /Abbey Road will start 
a round the world journey stretching from 
Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia to Times Square in 
New York to Buenos-Aires in Argentina, just 
to name a few.…   
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ABBEY ROAD
ADVENTURE 

A way of exhibition on the floor 
The work is printed on a specific adhe-
sive backing depending on the floor even 
bitumen, covered with an anti-slip lami-
nation with safety standards, for a period 
of 1 or 6 months, even more few years, 
indoors or outdoors, depending on the 
printing support. Lightning system can 
be installed like during the Nuit Blanche 
Paris.

Abbey Road mondial tour

Cross the Scan - Abbey road
hosted by Centre Pompidou
Visual of the installation for the Nuit 
Blanche Paris 2016
©LesNivaux ©Light Event
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LET’S SHARE !
Cross the scan - Abbey Road : an art work 2.0

Cross the Scan/Abbey Road is an open, partici-
patory and thought provoking. It finds itself 
at the cutting edge of arts and contemporary 
issues, being both the stage and the per-
formance, historic in nature yet modern in 
expression. It exploits new technologi-
cal advances in order to turn tra-
ditional understanding on its head, 
such that the observer becomes 
actor, producer and broadcaster of 
the artwork. 
The photographic collage Cross The Scan/
Abbey Road is accentuated by using concepts 
of meditation and digitisation, giving a multi-
dimensional identity to this work of art on a 
global level. The public crosses the crossing, 
strikes a pose, takes a photo, takes a selfie 

and shares this unique moment via social 
media. On the work, time is suspended...  
Each participant is given the tools necessary 
to create their own unique artistic message: 
a thought, a sentence, a movement, an emo-
tion. Some livestreamings arise naturally via 
various social media platforms such as Face-
book or Periscope and can be followed by 
bloggers and internet users across the world. 
In addition, Cross the Scan/Abbey 
Road will play host to several dance 
artists and performers interpreting 
the «crossing» theme. Living arts 
and contemporary interact.

Screenshot, Abbey Road Crossing 
Web cam, in live all the time from  Abbey 
Road, Londres.
http://www.abbeyroad.com/crossing
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LET’S SHARE !
Cross the scan - Abbey Road : une œuvre 2.0

Selfies, usies and sharings
during the Nuit Blanche Paris
Place Igor Stravinsky, Paris 2016
©LesNivaux ©H&L Halbout

Their own « crossing »
(next page)
during the Nuit Blanche Paris
Place Igor Stravinsky, 2016
©LesNivaux ©H&L Halbout
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LET’S SHARE !
Cross the scan - Abbey Road : an art work 2.0

Meeting with Philippe 
Manoeuvre and presentation of 
the art work in scale 1/16th in his 
Rock and Folk office, 
september 2016.

At the various art work stickings around the 
world, the artists meet a wide array of tes-
timonials from “great witnesses and 
enthusiasts” of various backgrounds 
such as philosophers, sociologists, 
art critics, musicologists, and fans, 
all of it available in different video 
clips. The clips combine diverse 
views and debates surrounding the 
major issues related to the work 
such as “What is a fan? How does a place 
become legendary? What does photoporta-
tion say about reality? The role of the specta-
tor ? The place of photography ? ... 
For the Nuit Blanche Paris, they met Philippe 

Manoeuvre a french and famous musical 
critic, Elsa Godart a philosopher, Laurence 
Allard a sociologist and Dominique Grandfils 
a fan and author.

«Cross the scan/Abbey Road: a work not just to 
been seen, but to lived» 

«The work is public and must stay as such» 
Les Nivaux 
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« WE SCAN THE WORLD »
A scannophotographic trip 

For ten years now Les Nivaux have been 
using the scanner from every angle and in 
every setting! After having first tried using 
the scanner in their work space, in 2010 they 
decided to scan shoot globally! Much in the 
same way as photographers might have done 
in the 19th century, Les Nivaux have catego-
rised and documented legendary places asso-
ciated with collective history, making use of a 
specially designed car equipped with a photo 
studio.  Bringing along their young son Daë, 
their only map and guide being the hearts’ 
desires, Les Nivaux wandered the globe.

In fact, their first two series Sentiment Végé-
tal (plant feeling) and then Crushings emer-
ged out of their experiment with the scanner.  
The first traces the exquisite beauty of the 
ageing in plants as their life cycle progresses 
and the latter depicts the esthetic beauty 
of discarded objects scattered along African 
trails, breathing new life into used cans, bar-
rels and containers. Without pixilation, these 
images can be of monumental scale ranging 
between 4 and 8m.  While still in Africa, Les 
Nivaux inaugurated a following series called 
Hand to Hand depicting the hands of local 
inhabitants they encountered as their artistic 
road trip ventured further. 

Following a brief stay back in France, Les 
Nivaux left for the United States where they 
scanned Roswell’s mystery field and hangar, 
the latter having borne witness to the alleged 
UFO crash in 1947 which forever marked the 
world of science fiction. They continued on 
the legendary 66 Road where they stumbled 
upon the Golden Gate pillars in San Fran-
cisco. These works were brought together in 
a series entitled UScan.
In April 2016, whilst on a new getaway to 

South East Asia, they were granted, against 
all odds, permission to scan a disused 
prison from the Khmer Rouge pe-
riod. With heavy heart during the 16 hours 
shoot, Les Nivaux created a total of 238 
scans equating that of the entire surface area 
of a torture room in Phnom Penh’s Prison 
S21. 

« We found ourselves on a common search for 
existence and life. Traditional photography doesn’t 
entirely meet our needs or expectations. We 
wanted to break this empirical style of photo-
graphy by letting these two concepts meet in the 
same universe, getting as close to the subject as 
possible so that the artwork might self create 
directly at the source.»

« By compressing the space, we can feel this 
touch and observe its flattening perspectives. 
We love the idea that photography can follow 
its own rhythm.  The concept of immediacy and 
that of time flying away are alien concepts for us.  
The scanning sessions can take anywhere from 
15 minutes to an hour, all depending on the 
subject at hand.  The longer the scan, the more 
the ensuing photographic result can grow in the 
space and leave its mark on observers»

Les Nivaux 
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« WE SCAN THE WORLD »

Scan shot, in S21 Khmer Rouge
prison
Cambodia
May 2016
©LesNivaux

Scan shot, Hand to Hand Djenne, 
Africa
2011
©LesNivaux

Africa, USA,  Central America, South-east Asia
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« WE SCAN THE WORLD »

Golden Gate #3 #45 #87 #107 #11 #17
Installation of 6 photographs 2,50x2,20m
©LesNivaux

Up close - the UScan



Les Nivaux - Cross The Scan / Abbey Road
Press contact : Alambret Communication - Leïla Neirijnck – 
+33(0)1 48 87 70 77 – +33(0)672764685 - leila@alambret.com

18

Pascale & Thierry quickly developed 
their plastic creations around a scanner. 
Pascale pondered nature and culture through 
transitory plants sculptures as well as prac-
ticing a very personal hands-on based design 
of organic forms fixed on walls.  A hands-on 
and edgy technique which is strikingly similar 
to the approach applied with a scanner. For 
his part, Thierry had already been using more 
conceptual technique of photography often 
abandoning the use of a camera as seen in 
the series «La Pomme Photographique ou le 
Péché originel revisité par la pomme! ». This 
certainly must be why they swapped their 
camera for a scanner.
When not gallivanting across the globe, the 
couple lives on the very doorsteps of Paris 
itself.

Thierry, born in 1958, he completed his 
studies at École Louis Lumière as well as 
the University of Paris VIII. Having been 
interested in conceptual photography and 
video art since the 80’s he has exhibited 
photographic installations and interpretations 
(Espace des Halles de Paris 1986 - Electra, 
Musée d’Art Moderne de Paris 1984)
Pascale, born in 1978, she is a graduate of 
Art School in Caen (DNAP & DNSEP)

LES NIVAUX
Married in life and in art

Selfie-maton
Selfportrait
2016
©LesNivaux
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PAST EXHIBITIONS (séléction) 

2016 Nuit Blanche Paris, photographic ins-
tallation hosted by Centre Pompidou, Natio-
nal museum of Modern art
 Exhibition in Vallette Gallery, in Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaisie. 
2014 Mois de la Photo, Paris, La Quatrième 
Image
2012 Personal exhibition « Recyclé/Subli-
mé » in Saint-Junien (France) 
Itinéraires Photographiques in Limousin. Per-
sonal exhibition, « Crushings » Ste Geneviève 
des bois.
2011 Personal exhition « Recyclé/Sublimé » 
in Galerie du Centre Iris, Paris
Personal exhibition, « Sentiment végétal », 
Ste Geneviève des Bois (91) 
« La Pomme photographique » in Rencontres 
internationales de la Photographie au sté-
nopé, Le Bourget.
Festival de la pluie, Normandie.
Barcelona, la Pomme Photographique
Révélation 5, Salon de photographie contem-
poraine, Paris.
2010 Personal exhition, « Sentiment végé-
tal », OVDM Paris.
2009 Personal exhibition « Peau d’âme », 
Ste Geneviève des Bois (91)
Festival de l’image environnementale, projec-
tions during Rencontres internationales de la 
Photographie de Arles.
2008  Manifesto, Festival d’images, Toulouse 

(France) 
« La Pomme photographique », Ste Gene-
viève des Bois (91)
2007 Salon d’art contemporain de Mon-
trouge (France).
2006 Festival international d’art plastique, 
Douz, Tunisie.
L’Espace des
1986 Trans-positif négatif Halles de Paris 
1984 Electra, Musée d’art Moderne de Paris

PUBLICATIONS

2011 Recyclé/Sublimé, Centre Iris
2001 La Pomme Photographique, ou le 
Péché originel revisité par la pomme, texte 
du philosophe Alain Lambert
1986 Trans-positif négatif : Collectif, Hervé 
Abbadie, Bruno Brusa, Jean-Claude Moineau, 
Thierry Nivaux, Commissaire: Jean-Luc Mon-
terosso

Photographic installation
Crushings
Exhibition Recyclé/Sublimé Galerie 
Centre Iris Paris, 2011
©LesNivaux

Photographic installation
Hand to Hand
Festival de la Pluie, Normandie, 2011
©LesNivaux
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Les Nivaux 
Cross the scan / Abbey Road
0643435949
les.nivaux@yahoo.fr
www.lesnivaux.com
Vidéos Cross the Scan / Abbey Road
Vidéo We scan the world

@LesNivaux 
 #lesnivaux
#crossthescan

PRESS CONTACT :

Agence Alambret Communication
Leïla Neirijnck & Imane Lehérissier
leila@alambret.com 
imane@alambret.com
01 48 87 70 77  // 06 72 76 46 85 
www.alambret.com
 
@AlambretCom
#Alambret

INFORMATIONS & CONTACTS

mailto:les.nivaux%40yahoo.fr?subject=Contact%20Cross%20the%20Scan
http://www.lesnivaux.com
http://dai.ly/x2pjcl2
https://youtu.be/tn6aQBCcqSU
mailto:leila%40alambret.com%20?subject=Contact%20-%20Les%20Nivaux%20-%20Cross%20the%20Scan%20Nuit%20Blanche
mailto:imane%40alambret.com%20?subject=Contact%20-%20Les%20Nivaux%20-%20Cross%20the%20Scan%20Nuit%20Blanche
http://www.alambret.com 
http://www.alambret.com 
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